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2008 San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition Awards 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2005 Zinfandel Russian River Valley, Gilsson 
Vineyard Schott Zwiesel   GOLD Award - BEST OF CLASS 
Winter 2008  
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2005 Zinfandel Napa Valley-Chiles Valley, 
Dalraddy Vineyard Schott Zwiesel   SILVER Award - Winter 2008  
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2006 Sauvignon Blanc, Sonoma County-
Bennett Valley Schott Zwiesel   SILVER Award - Winter 2008  
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2004 Napa Valley Cabernet Blend, Chiles 
Valley-Volker Eisele Vineyard 
Schott Zwiesel   BRONZE Award - Winter 2008  
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2003 Cabernet Sauvignon, Sonoma County-
Tombs Creek Vineyard 
Schott Zwiesel   BRONZE Award - Winter 2008 
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2004 Syrah, Sonoma Coast-Coryelle Fields 
Vineyard 
Schott Zwiesel   BRONZE Award - Winter 2008 
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Tin Barn Vineyards 2005 Sauvignon Blanc Sonoma County,                                                                                                                           
Bennett Valley 

Schott Zwiesel GOLD Award       

 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2004 Zinfandel Russian River Valley Sonoma 
County, Gilsson Vineyard 

Schott Zwiesel GOLD Award       

 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2004 Zinfandel Napa Valley, Chiles Valley 
Dalraddy Vineyard 

Schott Zwiesel GOLD Award       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2003 Napa Valley Cabernet Blend, Chiles Valley 
Volker Eisele Vineyard 

Schott Zwiesel Bronze Award       
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2003 Zinfandel Russian River Valley, Sonoma 
County Gilsson Vineyard 
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Schott Zwiesel DOUBLE GOLD Award       

 

 
Excellent California Cabernet Sauvignon 
 

 
20 0 2 Ti n  Bar n  Caber n et  Sauvignon  Tom bs Cr eek  Vi n eyar d  (Sonom a Coun ty) , $34. Rich, 
earthy, ripe, well-concentrated, black fruit , mocha and nutty oak flavors. 
 

  Summer 2006 

 
 
 
2003 Tin Barn Vineyards ZINFANDEL (RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY) 
Gilsson Vineyard:  Medium ruby color; high-tone red fruit aroma, 
explosive raspberries abound, very fine depth of fruit; medium to 
full bodied, a trace heavy on the palate, satisfying and almost thick, 
very good structure; dry, nice acidity, good balance; fine red to 
black fruit flavors, brashy with lots of oomph, excellent 
concentration of fruit; lingering finish, rich aftertaste. (Best Served 
2006-2012)Ó  91 points - Wilfred Wong, Cellarmaster, Beverages & 
more! at 'ZAP' in San Francisco, January 28th, 2006 
 
 
 
2003 Tin Barn Vineyards Zinfandel Russian River Valley "Gilsson 
Vineyard"   

Fou r -Star W i nes 
W i nes of  exem pl ar y  char acter  and  qual i t y  Ñ  

bench m ar ks of  t heir  t y pe 
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"Admittedly, this one is Lancaster's favorite. They use only 
American oak on this wine, and it is surprisingly fragrant for a 
zinfandel. Aromas of boysenberry, vanilla and cherry give way to 
rich red fruit flavors. Nice grip and balance frame up a long finish 
reminiscent of violets. $27" Bradley Gray - Sonoma Valley Sun 
(2/16//2006)2003 Tin Barn Zinfandel  Russian Rive r , Gi lsson 
Vineyard (former ly Jensen Lane) 
"Same deep yet soft colour - no black and no great depth but soft 
and ripe, almost Pinot/strawberry fruit dominates the Zinfandel 
blackcurrant-blackberry jam flavours. More vibrant than the 2002, 
more fruity, more depth and length."  

17.5 (**** highly recommended) -  Steven Spurrier;  
Decanter Magazine 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2003 Zinfandel Gilsson Vineyard  
Russian River Valley, Sonoma 

   ****  Stars  
ÒZinfandel isnÕt typically the first varietal you hear about when talk 
turns to SonomaÕs Russian River Valley Appellation, which is a 
pity.  For as good as the region is for growing prime-time examples 
of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, it also is capable of crafting 
Zinfandels with good structure and intensity of fruit, particularly 
from older vines.  This wine is the product of 30-year old vines, and 
weighs in at 15.2 percent alcohol.  That said, it is big, but not 
jammy or baked or overtly warm on the palate.  ThereÕs nice 
raspberry and cherry fruit on that palate and a lingering sweetness 
on the finish courtesy of the American oak barrels.Ó 
 
Vines Magazine Ð CanadaÕs Guide to Wine and Food Ð Winter Ô06 
2004 Tin Barn Vineyards Sauvignon Blanc, Bennett Valley "Dry 
Stack Vineyard"   
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"This is a tasty, fresh sauvignon blanc that has enticing vanilla and 
lemon aromas followed by rich creamy tropical flavors of 
pineapple, green apple and fresh grass. It was fermented 80 
percent in tank, and the kiss of oak displayed here fits perfectly. 
The finish is long and juicy. $18" Bradley Gray - Sonoma Valley Sun 
(2/16//2006) 
 
 
2003 Tin Barn Vineyards ZINFANDEL (NAPA VALLEY) Dalraddy 
Vineyard "Deep ruby color; quite ripe in the aromas, jazzy 
raspberries about, excellent depth of fruit; medium to full bodied, 
packed with unusual fineness on the palate, racy tannins, excellent 
structure; dry, nice acidity, good balance; very pretty flavors of red 
to black raspberries with a gentle saving of sweet oak, excellent 
concentration of fruit; lingering finish, enticing aftertaste. (Best 
Served 2006-2015)Ó  92 points - Wilfred Wong, Cellarmaster, 
Beverages & more! at 'ZAP' in San Francisco, January 28th, 2006 
 
 
 
2002 Tin Barn Vineyards Syrah, Sonoma Coast "Coryelle Fields 
Vineyard"   
"  The color on this delicious syrah is dense and dark, with aromas 
of blackberries, white pepper and spice. There is loads of structure 
in this cool-grown syrah, and I'd like to revisit this wine in a few 
years. Layers of blackberry, blueberry, coffee and chocolate give 
way to spice and licorice on the finish. There's allot going on in this 
wine!. $32.00"  Bradley Gray - Sonoma Valley Sun (2/16/2006) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2002 Tin Barn Syrah Sonoma Coast, Coryelle Fields Vineyard 
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"Huge, intense colour, almost black with purple/violet rim, pure 
essence of blackcurrant + terroir to match, concentration of an 
Hermitage, smoky bacon, superbly concentrated fruit on the palate, 
well integrated oak, nice touch of spice but more smooth than 
black peppery still sweet/plummy with a bit of puppy fat, but a fine 
wine with very fine tannins."   
 

18.5 (**** highly recommended) - Steven Spurrier;  
Decanter Magazine 
2002 Tin Barn Zinfandel  Russian Rive r , Jensen Lane Vineyard 
 
"Soft colour, compared to some more intense Zinfandels, lovely 
blackberry and a little strawberry (Pinot Noir) on the nose, full and 
ripe, yet beautifully controlled and balanced fruit, velvety smooth 
and classy finish." 
 

 17 (**** highly recom mended) -  Steven Spurrier;  
Decanter Magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2001 Tin Barn Coryel le Fields Syrah, Sonoma Coast  
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 90 point s 
"From a region typically thought of as being too cool for the 
variety, this Syrah possesses that characteristic cracked-pepper 
scent along with strands of dried herbs that add immense appeal 
to the solid core of blackberry fruit. Long and tart on the finish, 
with tannins that are so soft, they glide across the palate."  
 
Wine Enthusiast, May 2004 
 
 
 
TIN BARN VINEYARDS 2001 SYRAH CORYELLE FIELDS 
SONOMA COAST 
 

  91 points 
This is the first vintage from the only Sonoma Coast syrah 
vineyard — a steep, stony, 1,000 ft elevation in the appellation. A 
very fine wine with finesse and clarity of expression. Cool climate, 
lifted blackberry fruit with intriguing spicy, minty, mincemeat 
aromas. Quite taut, elegant and fine with a hint of greenness. Fine, 
tannin; excellent length. Best 2005 to 2009. 
 
Wine Access Magazine First- In- Line January 25, 2003 
 
 
2002 Tin Barn Jensen Lane Vineyards Zinfandel , 
Russian Rive r  Val ley 
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Tw o Stars, 91  point s 
"This complex and nicely layered offering is introduced by 
captivating aromas of very rich oak, dried spice and berries and 
builds on the palate with a crescendo of keenly defined fruit. It is 
as well-balanced as it is deeply filled, and its nicely measured mix 
of acid, alcohol and tannin makes it one of the very best-
structured and most mannerly Zinfandels of this month's 
contenders."  

 
 
 
 
2002 Tin Barn Jensen Lane Vineyard Zinfandel  
Russian Rive r  Val ley  
 
“This winery is among the next generation of Sonoma County 
wineries that holds considerable promise... rich, flavor packed, 
black raspberry fruit with incredible balance. This is what good 
Zinfandel should be and if you are a Russian River Valley Zin fan, 
this one will put a smile on your face!" 
 
West Coast Wine Net  
 
 
2002 Tin Barn Jensen Lane Vineyard Zinfandel  
Russian Rive r  Val ley 
 
" What a delight and yummy surprise it was to taste this rich, 
flavorful and possibly one of the 20 best Zins out of 600!" 
 
Winestacker.com 
 
 
Tin Barn 2000 Jensen Lane Vineyard Zinfandel  (Russian Rive r  
Val ley) 
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  88 point s 
“A single vineyard wine that's dark and rich and high in alcohol, 
but manages to hang onto balance and harmony. It brims with 
blackcurrant, plummy fruit and a green, minty note that adds an 
herbal interest. The dryish aftertaste lasts for a long time.” 
 
Steve Heimoff -  Wine Enthusiast Magazine Nov. 2002 
 
 
Tin Barn Zinfandel  Russian Rive r  Val ley Jensen Lane Vineyard 
2000 

   87 point s 
“A ripe, tarry style that's well-executed, with hints of Port, raisin 
and blackberry, but it's not overpowering, and given all the ripe, 
dark fruit flavors it's actually quite graceful. Long, rich finish. 
Drink now through 2007.” 649 cases made.  
 
James Laube -  Wine Spectator Magazine June 15, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TIN BARN VINEYARDS 2000 ZINFANDEL JENSEN LANE VINEYARD 
RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 
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 88 point s 
ÒThis Zin is f rom 30 year - old  vi nes. There's a w hopping 16% 
alcohol  but  i t  doesn't  show  up as execessive  heat  or  weight . Lots 
of  ve ry sp icy, ja m my cher ry f r ui t  (not  unl ike some grenache) w i th 
l ight  oak  vani l la. Qui te elegant  and w el l  sew n on the pal lete w i th 
f ine, nat ural  acidi t y and tannin. Very good to excel lent  length.Ó 
 
Wine Access Magazine First- In- Line January 25, 2003 
 
 
 
TIN BARN VINEYARDS 2001 CABERNET SAUVIGNON TOMBS CREEK 
VINEYARD SONOMA COAST 
 

 90 point s 
“Tombs Creek Vineyard is in northern Sonoma in high, remote 
ground near Lake Sonoma. This is atypical, cooler climate 
California cabernet (100%) with lifted, blackberry, herbaceous and 
leathery character. Medium to full-bodied, taut and firm on the 
palate, with some finesse. Very good to excellent length. Fans of 
Bordeaux will love this. Best 2005 to 2010.” 
 
Wine Access Magazine First- In- Line January 25, 2003 
 
 
 
"Purp le- toothed p i lgr ims lef t  t he temple of  t he alm ighty Croat ian 
grape, they began immediately to talk  about  thei r  f avo r i t es. And 
THE name that  kept  popping up w as, Tin Barn. I've  got ten a cal l  
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f r om as far  aw ay as Texas f rom som eone w ho'd heard the "buzz" 
and w anted to taste this rook ie sensat ion. Such expectat ions can 
be daunt ing, even d isast rous, but  t ast ing in this case w i l l  lead only 
to rapturous f ul f i l lment . Dark , deep, sp icy and r ich, t his w ine is 
loaded w i th al l  of  t he good "zin" f lavo rs. It 's b ig  too, (15%) but  you 
can't  t aste or  feel  any heat  under  i t s many layers of  f at , red, purp le 
and b lack  f rui t  f lavo rs. If  t hey make Zin this good next  year , look  
for  t his Rook ie of  t he Year  to becom e MVZ (Most  Valuable Zin!)."  
 
Solano Cellars Newsletter Ð February, 2002 
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2002 Zinfandel  Jensen Lane Vineyard Russian 
Rive r  Val ley 
 
2005 Si lver  Medal Winner     

 
 
 
Tin Barn Vineyards 2002 Syrah Coryel le Fields Vineyard   Sonoma 
Coast  
 
2005 Si lver  Medal Winner    

 
 
“But if you can afford to search out something remarkable, then 
look for Tin Barn Vineyards, whose 2000 Russian River Valley 
Jensen Lane Vineyard ($30 or under) delivers the requisite fruit 
and spice in an enormous 16% wine, yet wraps it with great 
finesse.” 
 
Tony FletcherÕs iJamming Ð October 2002 
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2003 Tin Barn Vineyards Glisson Vineyard Russian Rive r  Val ley 
Gorgeous nose. Score: 9  
 
www.vinography.com -  January 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 


